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SUBJECT: NORTH KOREAN VICE PRESIDENT VISITS NEPAL 

REF: STATE 060433 

DPRK VICE PRESIDENT KANG RYANG UK DEPARTED KATHMANDU MARCH 
9 AFTER SIX DAY OFFICIAL VISIT. STAY INCLUDED USUAL ROUND 
OF CEREMONIAL EXCHANGES FOR NON-HEAD OF GOVERNMENT, SUBSTANTIVE 
SESSION BETWEEN TWO DELEGATIONS (LASTING ONLY HOUR AND HALF), 

AND EXCHANGE OF CALLS INVOLVING GON PRIME MINISTER, FOREIGN 
MINISTER AND FINANCE MINISTER. KANG ALSO TRAVELED TO SURKHET 
IN FAR WESTERN NEPAL TO CALL ON KING BIRENDRA WHO IS ON 
EXTENDED INSPECTION TOUR OF THAT AREA. 

2. ON SUBSTANTIVE SIDE, NO JOINT COMMUNIQUE WAS ISSUED. 

COMMENTS TO PRESS AFTER MEETING OF TWO DELEGATIONS MENTIONED 
AGREEMENT TO STRENGTHEN ECONOMIC TIES BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES. 
HOWEVER, WHILE THERE WILL APPARENTLY BE EXCHANGE OF DELEGATIONS 
TO THIS END, PROBLEMS-INCLUDING GEOGRAPHIC SEPARATION BETWEEN 
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TWO COUNTRIES - WERE ALSO RECOGNIZED BY REFERENCES TO NEED FOR 
FINDING "PRACTICAL WAYS AND MEANS" TO INCREASE SUCH COOPERATION. 

3. EXCHANGE OF DINNER SPEECHES AS REPORTED IN PRESS CONTAINED 
FEW SURPRISES. DPRK VP REITERATED- AND PRIME MINISTER BISTA 
WELCOMED-NORTH KOREAN SUPPORT FOR CONCEPT OF NEPAL AS ZONE OF 
PEACE. BISTA FOR HIS PART REITERATED NEPALESE SUPPORT FOR 
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"ASPIRATIONS OF KOREAN PEOPLE FOR PEACEFUL REUNIFICATION" WITHOUT 
INTERFERENCE FROM "ANY FOREIGN POWER IN ANY WAY. BISTA DEVOTED 
SUBSTANTIAL PORTIONS OF HIS REMARKS TO ENDORSEMENT OF PRINCIPLE 
OF NON-ALIGNMENT FOLLOWED BY NEPAL. BOTH LEADERS MENTIONED MUTUAL 
DEVELOPMENT PROBLEMS AND THERE WAS EXCHANGE OF COMPLIMENTS FOR 
EACH OTHER S EFFORTS IN THIS FIELD. KANG COMMENTED ON NEPALESE 
INTERNAL POLITICS, WELCOMING EFFORTS OF GON UNDER KING "TO 
SOLIDIFY THE PANCHAYAT SYSTEM." 

4. WHAT WAS MORE INTERESTING ABOUT KANG'S SPEECH WAS FACT THAT 
NEPALESE PRESS TOTALLY IGNORED ROUGHLY QUARTER OF HIS REMARKS 
WHICH DEALT WITH REUNIFICATION OF KOREA AND ATTACK ON US. SOUTH 
KOREAN CHARGE HAS PROVIDED EMBASSY WITH COPY OF ADDRESS IN WHICH 
KANG CHARGED THAT OCCUPATION OF SOUTH KOREA BY FOREIGN TROOPS 
PREVENTS REUNIFICATION; ACCUSED US OF SEEKING TO PERPETUATE 
DIVISION; CLAIMED US AND SOUTH KOREAN RULING CIRCLES" ARE 
"DASHING TO A ROAD OF NEW WAR VENTURE" BY STAGING "LARGEST 
SCALE MILITARY EXERCISES" SINCE ARMISTICE. KANG WENT ON TO 
SAY US TROOPS MUST BE WITHDRAWN AND CLAIMED THIS GOAL "ENJOYING 
POSITIVE SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGEMENT OF PEACE-LOVING PEOPLE THE 
WORLD OVER." HE SAID KOREAN PEOPLE WOULD CRUSH THE INTERNAL 
AND EXTERNAL "SPLITTISTS" AND EXPRESSED "HEARTFELT THANKS" 

FOR NEPALESE "SYMPATHY AND SUPPORT GIVEN TO OUR PEOPLE IN 
THEIR STRUGGLE FOR THE INDEPENDENT AND PEACEFUL REUNIFICATION 
OF THE FATHER LAND." NOT ONE WORD OF THIS WAS CARRIED IN ANY 
SECTION OF THE LOCAL PRESS. 
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3. COMMENT: FROM A PUBLIC STANDPOINT VISIT WAS VERY MUCH ONE 
OF GOOD WILL RATHER THAN SUBSTANCE. HOWEVER, GIVEN ACT THAT 
TWO YEARS AGO NORTH KOREANS WERE CAUGHT PRINTING ANTI-MONARCHY 
MATERIALS IN THEIR CULTURAL CENTER HERE, REITERATION OF GOOD 
WILL HAS GREATER SIGNIFICANCE FOR BOTH SIDES THAN MIGHT OTHERWISE 
BE CASE. HOWEVER, WE SEE NO INDICATIONS IN THIS VISIT OF ANY 
DILUTION OF NEPAL'S "NEUTRAL" POLICY ON KOREA. IN FACT, FOREIGN 
SECRETARY BHATT TOLD DCM MARCH 9 THAT NORTH KOREANS WERE NOT 
VERY HAPPY AT GON'S REITERATION OF ITS POSITION ON THE KOREAN 
QUESTION AND ASSURED DCM THERE NO CHANGE IN NEPALESE STANCE. 
SOUTH KOREAN CHARGE TELLS US HE HAS RECEIVED SIMILAR ASSURANCES 
FROM MFA OFFICIALS. THERE WAS PUBLIC HINT OF THIS SAME POSITION 
WHEN OFFICIAL ENGLISH LANGUAGE DAILY CARRIED FRONT 
PAGE STORY ON ROKG EFFORTS TO REOPEN TALKS WITH NORTH KOREA 
DIRECTLY ALONG SIDE ARTICLE REPORTING BISTA S ENDORSEMENT OF 
PEACEFUL REUNIFICATION. AT LEAST TO ENGLISH LANGUAGE READERS 
IMPRESSION WAS CLEARLY LEFT THAT BURDEN OF RESPONSE WAS ON DPRK. 
BHATT ALSO SAID THAT A SECOND AIM OF NORTH KOREANS DURING 
THEIR VISIT WAS TO EXPRESS THEIR OPPOSITION TO SOUTH KOREA'S 
JOINING THE NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT. HE SAID HE DID NOT GET 
ANY INDICATION OF NORTH KOREAN INTENTIONS TO BRING UP KOREAN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

ISSUE AT UNGA. 

HECK 

CONFIDENTIAL 

NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: VICE PRESIDENT, VISITS, TRAVEL REPORTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 10 mar 1978 

Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 

Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 

Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978KATHMA01238 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 10-0468 
Format: TEL 
From: KATHMANDU 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780383/aaaacsmq.tel 

Line Count: 118 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: bcacacc9-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION 10 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: ONLY 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: ONLY 
Reference: 78 STATE 60433 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3375907 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NORTH KOREAN VICE PRESIDENT VISITS NEPAL 
TAGS: PEPR, OVIP, NP, KN. (KANG YANG-UK) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/bcacacc9-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



